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No. 78.       GENERAL ORDERS issued at CHUNAR 8th September 1781.

TH E Governor General desires to express publickly the sense which he en-
tertains of the gallant behaviour of the officers and troops in the attack
made upon the enemy's camp near Pateeta on the 4th instant. The Governor
General considers Captain Blair as entitled to his wannest approbation for the re-
solution and conduct, which he evinced, in defeating a force so much superior
in number, nor wanting, as it has appeared, in personal bravery.

The spirit exerted by Lieutenants Fallen, Birrell and Murray, who led the
grenadiers; the service performed by the artillery under charge of Lieutenant Bail-
lie ; and in general the steadiness and attention of every officer in his station, ma-
terially contributed to the success of the action, and give them a claim to the high-
est commendations.

The Governor General also highly commends the care and activity of Mr. Laird
in his attention to the wounded during the action.

It is with great satisfaction, that the Governor General gives praise, which
has been represented to him as due to the distinguished behaviour of the grenadi-
ers of the detachment.

No. 79.    To Colonel Morgan.

T7" O TJ have acted nobly, and with a decision that does you honor. I most
JL heartily thank you. I have had a letter from Major Crabb, dated the 2d,
from Illahabad. He proposed to march by land from thence, and I expect him
hourly, though I have not heard from him since. The Nabob is near, Major
Moses Crawford is also on the way from Dinapoor, and is reported to be at Suk-
kerdeea, which is but 4 Coss from Ramnagur. I have written to you the news
of the 3d. On that morning Captain Blair with 5 Battalion companies, and 2
companies of Major Popham's grenadiers, with 2 six-pounders, attacked the ene-
my encamped in a body of more than 4,000 men at Pateeta ; and after a very
severe and doubtful conflict, in which we lost 105 men killed and wounded, he
obtained a most decisive victory, taken all their guns and ammunition, viz. 4
guns, 4 tumbrils, and of ammunition an incredible quantity, most of which he
destroyed, spiked one gun, and brought away the rest. I hope that it will be
unnecessary for you yourself to proceed this way, yet inarch and use your own
discretion in advancing. If your presence shall be required, you will receive the
surest proof of it by the failure of my letters. I less fear the actual enemy, than
the contagion of the example, I am much pleased with the Nabob.

CHUNAR 8th September 178L                 WARREN    HASTINGS.

No. 80.